
Reading at Stalyhill

Years 5 and 6



Children use one reading 
lesson a week to visit the 
library and read for pleasure.

Reading lessons 
take place daily, 
with a focus on 
fluency.



In a typical reading 
lesson, we start with a 
piece of text which 
everyone reads.

Echo reading
Choral reading
Independent reading
Timed read
Mumble reading
Volunteering to read out loud
Skimming and scanning a previously seen 
text



Reading lessons teach comprehension skills, 
which are broadly categorized:

• Vocabulary – What do the words mean?  
Do we know synonyms for these words?  
Do we understand the vocabulary in the 
context of the text?

• Retrieval – Can we find information from 
the text?

• Summarise – Do we understand the 
general gist of the text?  Can we 
describe it succinctly?

• Inference – Can we work out characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions?  Can we justify our answers with 
evidence from the text?

• Predict – Can we work out what could 
happen next?



• Author’s use of language – Can we 
suggest why certain language has been 
used?  Can we describe the effect this 
has?

• Compare and contrast – Can we explain 
how different parts of the text are 
related?  Can we compare the different 
sections of text?  Can we compare 
different texts that we have read?





Example questions





Example questions







Children bring home a school reading book 
from our reading scheme.

In Year 5, this can be any colour of book 
band up to Sapphire, then we move to 
being a Y5 free reader, choosing a book 
from the library as a home reader.

In Year 6, this can be any colour up to Ruby, 
then children become a Y6 free reader.

A library book is also selected each week 
during library time.

Home readers



Children need to read regularly.  We 
recommend three times per week to read a 
targeted text.

Children still need to read out loud, even in 
upper school.  A paragraph can sometimes 
be enough.

Ask questions about the text:
What does that word mean?
Why has that word been used?
What can you tell about how the character 
is feeling?  How can you tell?
What do you think might happen next?  
What are the clues?

How can you help?
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